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By

T
eamwork makes the dream work,

Since my childhood, I've always 

wanted to stand on my own two 

feet, make my own decisions, and do my 

own thing. Despite a loving, warm, but also 

conservative upbringing, I eventually took 

the big step. On September 17, 1998, we 

founded Passe Partout, a bold move into the 

unknown. Although we knew what we were 

going to offer and for whom, we were unsure 

where the story would lead us, what it would 

become, and with whom we would work.

Now, after 25 years, I am proud to say that 

we have come a long way, and I owe this 

success to the efforts of our dedicated 

team. All the nice people featured on the 

left-hand page of this book are a large group 

of talented people who work tirelessly to 

defend the colors of Passe Partout, whether 

in the office, on the road with our dealers, or 

in production. Although I have always had a 

lot of ambition, I know that it is the collective 

efforts of these people that have made my 

dream a reality.

Our employees in our production facility in 

Hungary, although not all featured in this 

book, are also integral to our success. They 

ensure that our products are made with 

care and love, and we owe it to them for 

maintaining our DNA of producing quality 

furniture for warm families with confidence.

Our suppliers are equally essential to us, 

and we collaborate with them to realize 

their dreams, ambitions, and ideas. We are 

grateful to our customers for their trust and 

enthusiasm in our cooperation.

We also appreciate the blind trust we 

have received from our associates and, of 

course, my family and relatives who have 

supported, sustained, and helped me for 

25 years.

Dreams can come true, not just in the 

United States, but also within yourself. Stop 

dreaming and start executing. Work hard 

and remember: failure is not an option. With 

this mindset, you can achieve anything you 

desire.

We hope you enjoy this book and find 

inspiration in it. We have compiled it with 

love for interior design and people. We will 

continue to work on our dreams and help 

you achieve yours.

Enjoy your sofa, enjoy your life, enjoy Passe 

Partout.

Dirk Steenbeke

CEO Passe Partout
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17 SEPTEMBER - 10:30 AM

START OF PASSE PARTOUT

Passe Partout was founded as a Belgian 

business. It marked the start of the 

design and development of an attractive 

collection of modern sofas. It was a 

resounding success right from the start.

25 YRS 
PASSION 
OF PASSE 
PARTOUT

1998

SEPT

NOTARY PUURS

OKT

BELGIUM

OUR 1ST EXHIBITION STAND EVER 

AT THE BRUSSELS FURNITURE FAIR

With pride, we set up our first ever 

exhibition stand at the Brussels Furniture 

Fair. The very first sofas were revealed to 

the general public. We sold 145 sofas :-)

1ST TRADE FAIR PARTICIPATION 

IN THE NETHERLANDS

As a first step towards taking Passe 

Partout onto the international market, we 

had a stand at HTC in The Netherlands.

OUR FIRST HOUSE SHOW

We were excited to welcome our 

customers to our own event. This gave 

us the possibility to show our deepest 

DNA. It was a big success. This year, 

we organize our 24th edition with as 

many enthusiasm as the 1st.

START OF PRODUCTION 

IN OUR OWN BUILDINGS

Work began in the first factory 

of our own: 4500 m2

1ST SALE OUTSIDE EUROPE

Our very first sofa was sold and 

delivered outside Europe.

5 YEARS OF GROWTH

The production sites in Hungary were 

getting bigger. Passe Partout was 

growing, sales were booming and the 

production sites had to keep up.

START OF PRODUCTION 

IN HUNGARY

A temporary production hall was rented 

in Hungary to produce our first sofas. 

We started with 13 employees.

NOV

BRUSSELS

SEPT

THE NETHERLANDS

JUNE

STUURBOORD 

ANTWERP

FEB

HUNGARY

HUNGARY

PASSE PARTOUT 

IN THE WORLD

HUNGARY

1999

2000

2005

2000-2005

1ST WEBSITE

Passe Partout’s first website 

was modest but self-assured.

1ST TRADE FAIR PARTICIPATION

ON IMM COLOGNE

Our first step to conquer Europe, 

we decided to participate the 

furniture fair in Cologne.

1ST TRADE FAIR PARTICIPATION 

NEC BIRMINGHAM

We were proud to take our collection 

to the UK and Ireland.

COLOGNE

BIRMINGHAM

2006

2007

END OF SALES IN THE UK

Due to the crisis and excessively high 

transport costs, we decided to stop all 

sales activities in the UK and Ireland. 

We still miss the friendly cooperation 

with those customers.

NEW PP LOGO

After 12 years, it was time to 

update our logo.

UK

BELGIUM

BELGIUM

2010

LAUNCH OF THE ARAGON 

COLLECTION

First models and collection designed 

by AXEL ENTHOVEN

1ST MODEL: SAFARI

The very first sofa saw the light 

of day: the Safari!
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AWARD AT THE BRUSSELS FAIR

We won the Balthazar award for the 

most innovative product on the fair, 

designed by Axel Enthoven.

START OF OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH 

THE DESIGNER HANS DAALDER

To introduce new blood and keep Passe 

Partout’s image fresh, we brought in a 

new designer, HANS DAALDER.

BELGIUM

BELGIUM

2012

GIANNI MODEL WAS LAUNCHED

… and stole the hearts of thousands 

of families all over the world.

START OF OUR PARTNERSHIP 

WITH DESIGNER 

RUDIGER PUYLAERT

BELGIUM

BELGIUM

BELGIUM

2014

LAUNCH OF MINT

Launch of the Mint collection. 

Designed by Hans Daalder.

BELGIUM

START OF OUR PARTNERSHIP 

WITH DESIGNER NATALIE BUIJS

SOCIAL MEDIA LAUNCH

The first Passe Partout Facebook 

and Twitter accounts.

 FÕ

BELGIUM

2011

2015

EXTRA PRODUCTION BUILDINGS

10,500m2 extra space was built, mainly 

for fabrics and wood preparation.

HUNGARY

NEW OFFICE IN TEMSE, BELGIUM

In May 2015 we moved to our 

new offices in Temse with a beautiful 

view on the river (Schelde).

FIRST HOME STORIES 

COFFEE TABLE BOOK

Proud, proud, proud

TEMSE

TEMSE

START OF PARTNERSHIP 

HAANS LIFESTYLE

For the styling of both exhibition 

set-up and photoshoots, we started 

a particulary warm partnership 

with Haans Lifestyle.

START OF OUR PARTNERSHIP 

WITH A YOUNG DESIGNER 

LAURA STEENBEKE

2017

NEW: LOW DINING TABLES 

AND CHAIRS 

To complete and expand our Home Sto-

ries concept, we added tables and chairs 

to our collection. It was a hit! Low Dining 

was nominated for the most innovative 

product at the Brussels Fair in 2017.

A TRUE PASSE PARTOUT APP

to allow both retailers and consumers 

to carry Passe Partout in their pocket.

BELGIUM
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